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In Causal Curiosity, Teo presents a new series of abstract paintings that 
explore ‘mental images’ as the subject of causality, drawn from the 
artist's personal experiences in the past year.  

Causal refers to the relationship between cause and effect. Everything 
that is created is likely influenced by something else. A painting 
created by an artist is influenced by their emotions, evoked by an event 
that has happened. Causal Curiosity is also a play on casual curiosity, 
where Teo documented transient moments that held her attention over 
the past year, questioning her attraction towards certain mental images.  

In Causal Curiosity, Teo's current practice expands beyond her 
fascination with abstraction within the world of images; the subjective 
and objective perception of colours. In addition to masterfully blending 
oil paints into seamless gradients, Teo blends in real-world everyday 
subjects that she observed, adding layered, contextual narratives to her 
paintings, examining the abstract and the real. 

Navigating between the openness of abstraction and the artist's own 
emotions, Causal Curiosity opens up a sense of vulnerability to the 
viewers and offers them a more personal observation into her practice.
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Having an abundance of time for myself during the last year has made 
me reflect on who I was as a person and the work that I was making. 
My interests have always been separated from my own personality and 
my paintings, and I wanted to bridge the gap between the two. There is 
a part of me that has always struggled with being personal or 
emotional; I am unable to unpack the thoughts inside my head, which 
is problematic for someone who thinks a lot constantly. I read 
somewhere that the best way to unload these thoughts was “to work 
with your obsessions”. This served as the impetus for the exhibition.  

I have always been interested in the timelessness of images; an image 
would have been recycled endlessly through the years over the internet 
and yet it could be something completely brand new for someone. In 
the past year when we were confined to ourselves, I realised just how 
much of these images I have processed. The idea of causality came into 
mind as I reflected on how our lived experiences determine how we 
store certain memories of the past, present, and future. We picture 
what has happened as what it was, but also subconsciously project our 
futures at the same time. (An example would be how we wear face 
masks during this pandemic period: we begin to picture how someone 
looks according to our mental image of what we think this certain 
person might look like.) 

Past events start to turn blurry after a long period of time and we may 
reconfigure these memories into something new altogether. 

Jamie Teo 
Artist
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To Better Daze…



Mondaze 
2021 

Oil on Linen 
H40 x W30 cm 

Unique
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Tuesdaze 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H40 x W30 cm 

Unique
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Wednesdaze 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H40 x W30 cm 

Unique
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Thursdaze 
2021 

Oil on Linen 
H40 x W30 cm 

Unique
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Fridaze 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H45 x W35 cm 

Unique
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J: “To Better Daze…” consists of 7 paintings, named after the days of 
the week. To an artist there is no difference between the weekdays and 
weekends, we tend to live day by day and work as and when we are 
needed to. As time passes, days begin to turn hazy and weeks turn into 
months, similar to the colours in these paintings which appear to 
dissipate or emerge out from greys, they represent a dazed-like state of 
mind with no end in sight.
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Saturdaze 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H40 x W30 cm 

Unique
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Sundaze 
2021 

Oil on Linen 
H45 x W35 cm 

Unique
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Didn’t Want a 9-5 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H50 x W40 cm 

Unique
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J: I came across this term “Didn’t want a 9-5 job, now I work 24/7” and I 
suddenly felt the urge to paint something about it. It resonated with me 
on how I had the freedom and ability to work anytime I wanted to yet I 
felt bound and guilty whenever I didn’t feel like doing the one thing that 
gave me this freedom - painting.



Now I work 24/7 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H80 x W60 cm 

Unique
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J: I felt the need to re-invent myself as if I was stuck in a rut this past year 
and this was my opportunity to create something new.





Endless Reflections 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H150 x W120 cm 

Unique
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J: "Endless reflections" consists of two mirrors that reflect endlessly from 
each other, one being the actual canvas itself. Its constant reflection 
creates an illusion of a space where it seems to attract the viewer to enter 
that infinite space within the painting. 

Endless Reflections is a painting about a time of my life where I just 
shifted to my new place and there were no mirrors in the bathroom. I 
realised how often we tend to look at a reflection of ourselves as long as 
the opportunity offered itself to us, even when walking past a slightly 
reflective surface, we are drawn towards our own reflections and can’t 
help but look at ourselves. 

During this strange period of time, the mirror becomes almost like a trap 
that is calling out for my attention, but I began to enjoy the practice of not 
looking at myself everyday, as if I was released from the urge of seeing 
myself.





Untitled (2.50am, 19.3.2022) 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H170 x W120 cm 

Unique

Untitled (4.50am, 29.1.2022) 
2022 

Plastic and Soot on Linen 
H45 x W40 cm 

Unique
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J: This was a residue of a fire that happened at my residence earlier this 
year, I was intrigued by the marks that were imprinted onto the surface 
and decided to recreate the traumatic experience through painting. Things 
can happen as suddenly as a gust of wind, we can never predict anything 
but we can always learn from these experiences. 



J: Highlighting and focusing on the haziness and blurry abstraction of a 
flame, I wanted to capture a sense of disorientation in this painting, 
hinting at the exact moment of how I felt that day.
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A Causal Curiosity 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H180 x W130 cm 

Unique
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Untitled (Mental Imagery #1) 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H130 x W100 cm 

Unique
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J: The new mental imagery series explores the constant cycle and timeless 
life-span of an image, how they are constantly formed, recycled, and then 
transformed. 



Untitled (Mental Imagery #2) 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H130 x W100 cm 

Unique
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J: Based on a single related image, the paintings capture the common 
overload of image production which circulates through the media. With 
repeated compositional elements, colours, and with a slight resemblance 
to each other, without knowing which is the original or copy, the paintings 
are in a state of perpetual renewal and repetition, forming infinite versions 
of themselves.





Loop series 



Loop #8 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H21 x W25.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #9 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H21 x W25.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #10 
2022 

Oil on Canvas 
H25 x W18 cm 

Unique
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Loop #11 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H29.3 x W12.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #12 
2022 

Oil on Canvas 
H24 x W14.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #13 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H16 x W11 cm 

Unique
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Loop #14 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H15.5 x W10 cm 

Unique
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Loop #15 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H11 x W7.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #16 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H12 x W5.9 cm 

Unique
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Loop #17 
2022 

Oil on Canvas 
H7.5 x W26.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #18 
2022 

Oil on Canvas 
H18.3 x W11.5 cm 

Unique
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Loop #19 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H12.5 x W4.7 cm 

Unique
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Loop #20 
2022 

Oil on Linen 
H15 x W10 cm 

Unique
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Jamie Teo  
b. 1996, Singapore 

Drawn by the peculiar sensation of not being able to focus on any particular 
area within the surface of colours in her abstract works,  Jamie Teo invites 
viewers to experience a different approach to seeing  by  meticulously 
blending colours to both create and investigate its movement and ambiguous 
outcomes.  

Her paintings embody a sense of tension that lingers between the stillness 
and phenomenal movement where colours begin to change the longer you 
look at them. Areas of unique, impulsive textured brushstrokes are built up 
from the rigid process of pushing thick accumulated paint back and forth.  

This juxtaposition from the smooth and flat gradient surface captures fleeting 
moments where colours merge and break apart from each other within an 
ever-changing field of stillness, evoking a visual interaction between the 
viewer and the work, seeing and experiencing an intangible in-between.



Jamie Teo CV

Selected Projects 

2022  
• Causal Curiosity, Solo exhibition by Jamie Teo, Art Porters Gallery, 

Singapore 
  
2021 
• Arts in Your Neighbourhood 2021, National Arts Council, Pasir Ris, 

Singapore 

• S.E.A. Focus Curated: Hyper - Horizon, 39 Keppel Road, Tanjong Pagar 
Distripark, Singapore 

2020 
• Offline Colour, Art Porters Gallery, Singapore 

2019   
• Shifting Stillness, Solo exhibition by Jamie Teo, UOB Art Gallery, 

Singapore 

• Art Expo Malaysia 2019, Art Porters Gallery, MATRADE Exhibition and 
Convention Centre (MECC), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

• Art Jakarta, Art Porters Gallery, Jakarta Convention Centre Senayan 
Indonesia. 

• S.E.A. Focus, Art Porters Gallery, Gillman Barracks, Singapore. 

Education 

2013 - 2016  Diploma in Fine Arts - Painting  
                     LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore 
                     

2016 - 2018  Bachelor of Arts (First Class Honours) Fine Arts 
                     LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore 
                     The McNally School of Fine Arts, Goldsmiths University of London 

Awards & Achievements 

2018  37th UOB Painting of the Year Singapore, Emerging Artist Category,        
         Silver Award 

2016  The LASALLE Bursary (BA) 

2016  The Winston Oh Travel Award 

2015  The LASALLE Bursary (Diploma) 

2015  CDC/CCC Arts Institution Bursary 
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Selected Projects 

2018 
• 2018 UOB Painting of the Year Regional Winnings’ Showcase, UOB 

Art Gallery, UOB Plaza 1, Singapore. 

• KAC, Katara Art Center, Katara Cultural Village Building 5, Doha, 
Qatar. 

• Art Expo Malaysia 2018, Art Porters Gallery, MATRADE Exhibition and 
Convention Centre (MECC), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

• The LASALLE Show 2018, LASALLE College of the Arts, Institute of 
Contemporary Arts Singapore, Singapore. 

• A Dive, Splendid!, LASALLE College of the Arts, Winstedt Campus, 
Singapore. 

• Melange, LASALLE College of the Arts, Project Space, Institute of 
Contemporary Arts, Singapore. 

  
2017 
• Between; +Project, Gallery Tomo, Kyoto, Japan. 

2016 
• The Measure of Things, The Winston Oh Travel Award, LASALLE 

College of the Arts, Institute of Contemporary Arts, Singapore 

• Between Walls, The LASALLE Show 2016, LASALLE College of the Arts, 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, Singapore 

• Gas and Dust: The Manufactured Space, LASALLE College of the Arts, 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, Singapore 

• The Pondok, Winstedt Campus, LASALLE College of the Arts, 
Singapore 

Jamie Teo CV
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GALLERY INFO 

Art Porters Gallery, 64 Spottiswoode Park Road, Singapore 088652 
+65 6909 0468 
Daily from 10.30am to 7.00pm (Monday by appointment) 

Guillaume Levy-Lambert           guillaume@artporters.com           +65 9815 1780 

Sean Soh                                    sean@artporters.com                   +65 9105 9335 

Melvin Sim                                  artologist@artporters.com            +65 9144 7468 

www.artporters.com 
www.facebook.com/artporters 
www.instagram.com/artporters
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