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Su-en Wong’s

DOMESTICATION II
17 Jan to 17 Mar 2019

Su-en Wong - Girls and Hearts 2009, H173 x W152 cm, coloured pencil & acrylic on panel (details)

Su-en Wong’s Solo Exhibition Opens
17 January 2019 at Art Porters Gallery
Exhibition is rated R18

(portrayal of nudity &
mild sexual imagery)

Opening Night:
Thursday, 17 Jan 2019
6:30 - 9:00 pm
RSVP at
http://bit.ly/2PSyVwx

Guest-of-Honour:
Mr Tan Boon Hui (Vice
President of Asia
Society Museum, New
York)

http://bit.ly/RetrospectofParadiso_RSVP

Celebrated New York-based Singaporean artist makes her marvelous return, with sublime paintings and
coloured pencil works that explore themes of self, identity, belief systems and cultures.
Art Porters Gallery presents Domestication II, Singaporean-born New York-based artist Su-en Wong’s comeback
solo exhibition. The exhibition sees its continuation from Domestication -- a group exhibition in which the artist
was a part of, inaugurated during the Singapore Art Fair in 2014.
Fascinated with concepts of self as the other, Wong explores power and vulnerability, assimilation and
individuality by replicating herself as multiples in either an adolescent fashion or as the female nude. Her works
provocatively parodies the stereotypes of Asian women.
Not only does her work centres around her nude alter egos, she also focuses on the theme of collection,
presenting a range of objects into glass display cases. Dwelling in between paintings and drawings, Wong reflects
her contemporary subjects by converging them with Asian culture and Western pop art. Her love for colour pencils
stem from the idea of creating monumental works using very simple materials. Paying apparent homage to Damien
Hirst’s works, she presents a satirical take through her masterful rendering using coloured pencils on wood
panels, depicting motifs and anatomical symbols.

Dropbox link with images:
http://bit.ly/2C7PHTu

Download exhibition catalogue:
http://bit.ly/DII_Catalogue

I grew up in Singapore and this exhibition of
my works here after many years in the USA
triggers many special emotions.
I look forward to the public's reaction to
what a daughter of Singapore has been up to
all these years.
- Su-en Wong
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Su-en Wong (b. 1973, Singapore)
is a New York-based artist born in Singapore in 1973.
At an early age, she came under the tutelage of Liu
Kang, one of Singapore’s pioneer artists. She held
her first solo exhibition in Singapore at the age of 14,
and she moved to the US at the age of 16 to continue
her studies.
Wong's work examines her ongoing fascination with
identity, socialization, fantasy and the construction
of culture. Her work renders a very private and deeply
personal paradise, a haven in which to explore the
conflicting contexts of power and vulnerability, fear
and desire, assimilation and individuality, drive and
repression, predators and prey.
Steeped in humor and never taking herself too
seriously, Wong challenges her viewer to morph
between the gazer and the gazed- at, to reconsider
their public and private personas, and to look with
renewed appreciation at portraiture as a genre.
Wong's work has been widely exhibited in galleries
and museums in the US and in Europe.

(left) Su-en Wong - DH-7 Pandas in Display Case 2009
H173 x W152 cm
coloured pencil & acrylic on panel
(details)

Su-en Wong - DH-5 Dolly and Friends 2009
H173 x W305 cm (2 panels)
coloured pencil & acrylic on panel
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Domestication, according to dictionary,
refers to the process of taming an animal
and keeping it as a pet or on a farm. Wong’s
portrayal of self, and her parodies of
Damien Hirst’s distinctive animal displays
suggest females to be a species that are
often subjected to objectification and
scrutiny -- particularly in the eyes of society
and the other sex.
How should a female act? What is her role
in society, and at home? Should she hold
power? These questions point to the
subtle and obvious boundaries,
expectations and stereotypes of being
female. Wong’s seemingly innocent works
open up important discourse on the
subject of gender hierachies and roles.

(Top) Su-en Wong - The Forest III (Naiad) 2015
H147 x W198 cm
Oil on linen
(Bottom) Su-en Wong - The Forest V (Hide and
Seek) 2015
H141 x W202 cm
Oil on linen

About Art Porters Gallery
Art Porters Gallery believes in the unique power of art in transforming lives. Rooted in the founder’s personal
experience with a life-changing masterpiece, the gallery’s mission of “Sharing happiness with art” was born. Art
Porters Gallery is housed in a charming Peranakan shophouse in one of the quaintest
neighbourhoods of Singapore. The gallery’s work focuses on contemporary art and develops privileged
relationships with international artists, whose works are presented in various forms of media including drawing,
painting, sculpture, photography, and digital animation. The gallery also provides art consultancy services for
various corporations, and hosts events for a wide variety of clients.

www.artporters.com
www.facebook.com/artporters
www.instagram.com/artporters
GALLERY INFO
address
contact
opening hours

Art Porters Gallery, 64 Spottiswoode Park Road, Singapore 088652
+65 6909 0468
Daily from 10.30am to 7.00pm (Monday by appointment)

Guillaume Levy-Lambert guillaume@artporters.com +65 9815 1780
Sean Soh
sean@artporters.com
+65 9105 9335
Melvin Sim
artologist@artporters.com +65 9144 7468
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