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continues his investigation on the driftwood as a metaphor
for our quest to discover our origins and identity.

his extraordinary skill and draughtsmanship in charcoal and
graphite drawing.

Winston Oh Travelogue Research Award
IMPART awards (Artist)
Hubei institute of Fine Arts

The Drift Project
2017
graphite, charcoal and white coal on toned paper
H35 x W37 cm

The Drift Project II is a yearlong project that started in 2016,
and encompasses scientific and artistic exploration on teak
and driftwood, an entity once harvested and exported to
Singapore. In this series of works, Justin juxtaposes the
driftwood with orchids to express our mortality and desire
to hold on to things that are ephemeral and transitory.
A chance encounter with a piece of driftwood resulted in
an intense artistic exploration for Justin. He investigated
the possible origins of the driftwood and speculated how
that it would have journeyed to Singapore. This fascination
led Justin to search for the type and species of the tree that
the driftwood once belonged to.
With the help of the Forest Institute of Malaysia, the piece
of driftwood was identified to be from teak plantations in
Indonesia.

As part of his investigations, Justin released the driftwood
into international waters to explore where the flows of the
currents will take it. Armed with the GPS data obtained
from the driftwood and with the help of Google maps
satellite, alongside primary sources of research, Justin
presented The Drift Project I – an installation consisting
of drawings, sculpture, photography, and videos on this
driftwood at the Institute of Contemporary Arts,
Singapore in 2017.

currents will take it. Together with the GPS data
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The Drift Project – installation view
Institute of Contemporary Arts, Singapore
2017

above
The Drift Project – still frame from single channel video
2016 – 2017

resources being harvested. By setting the driftwood adrift again, Justin
Not your way
2017
mixed media installation

The Winston Oh Travelogue Research Award enabled
Justin to travel to Indonesia to further his research where
he managed to locate the origins of the driftwood. Justin
also traveled to India, where he found himself before the
largest and oldest teak tree and the world’s only teak
museum.
In The Drift Project II, Justin explores the trade, flows and
demand of natural resources being harvested. By setting
the driftwood adrift again in the sea, he questions the
concept of borders and the invisible lines that separate
territories. The driftwood is not constrained by these
boundaries and is able to go where the wind and currents
take it.

to examine human/ object presence and the method of search
Not your way – installation view
2017
mixed media installation

By tracking and recording the origin and journey of the
driftwood, Justin is also intrigued by the question of
“home”. Teak is a durable and resilient tropical wood
material and highly valued as a trading and construction
commodity in South East Asia. It is also often used in
furniture and carvings, which become family heirlooms
and handed down from generation to generation.

In many ways, the characteristics of teak, its durability and
resilience, are also the attributes of our forefathers. They
came as immigrants, and their circumstances moulded
them into enduring and strong characters. The driftwood
symbolises the identity of our current generation, which
is the legacy that we have inherited from our forefathers.
Justin’s drawings, also continues the traditions of still life.
Still life – the representation of objects without human
presence, had been earlier considered as less superior to
history painting, portraiture and landscapes. It only

re-emerged in the early 20th century, through Impressionism and Cubism, to become a conduit for a new expression
of art.
The still life could be anything that the artist wanted it
to be and its composition could tell stories and forms,
devoid of human presence. Through this medium, Justin
manages to select and juxtapose seeming unrelated forms
and objects to tell a story; a story that tells of our history,
our identity and also of our transitory journey through life.

Innocence. 1
2017
graphite, charcoal and white coal
on toned paper
H36 x W54 cm

Innocence. 2
2017
H32 x W61 cm

Innocence. 1
2017
H36 x W54 cm

Innocence. 2
2017
H32 x W61 cm

Innocence. 3
2017
H41 x W67 cm

Innocence. 3
2017
H70x W100 cm

The Drift Project
2017
H47 x W61 cm

Innocence. 4
H47 x W61 cm
2017
Innocence. 5
H27 x W62 cm
2017

We may come to remember (triptych)
2016
graphite, charcoal, white chalk, white coal
on toned paper
H30 x W63 cm (x2)
H19 x W63 cm (x1)

Justin Lim may only receive his BA degree this year but
there is no reason to think that he is “only a student”.
This emerging artist has been working hard and receiving
attention in Singapore, Japan and America. Lim’s work is
phenomenal for its demonstration of technical finesse with
the pencil, or graphite. Each drawing is never just a still
life but also communicates meaningfully as a kind of
contemporary vanitas, a meditation on mortality and life.
His renditions of over polished and aestheticised visions
of dying flora and fauna and driftwood strikes a powerful
tension with his lifelike methodology.
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