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Landscape of Memories
24 Jan – 15 Apr 2018
Curated by Ignatia Nilu

Wayan Novi’s Landscape of Memories is a re-enactment of the artist’s personal journey in a series of
landscape embedded with the concept of home, manifested in the form of visual objects. He began the
production process of these new pictures by transferring his memories of home and pieces of his favourite
conversations into a series of painting and objects. This new series of work is also a deliberate sequence
consisting of the stylisation of his memories of his hometown in Angsri, Bali, and an attempt to change the
format of the visual landscape through his unique artistic visual interpretation.
As a Balinese, Wayan Novi claims to have grown up being surrounded by complexity that appear in the
form of shapes of relief ornaments and traditional attributes. His status as a Hindu further accentuates this
phenomenon; elaborate rituals and centuries old cultural activities are obligatory acts one must go
through. All of these activities derive from the sub-conscious – a starting point that has determined his
approach in deforming ornaments, which he subtly places in his pictures. Through an anthropological
perspective of agrarian society, this solo exhibition is an attempt to discover the relation between the
nature of things and the nature of human thought, in the form of visual language.
When I started collecting seriously late last century, I said, “It’s as if we are in Paris one hundred years ago
and we can meet the Impressionists and buy works within our budget”. Then over the years, some of our
friends came to us and asked, “How do we go about collecting?”. This led to the opening of Art Porters
Gallery. Showcasing Wayan Novi, I feel like it’s all coming together — and that the works we show will be in
the museums of tomorrow — Art Porters Gallery co-founder Guillaume Levy-Lambert

Dropbox link with selected images: http://bit.ly/landscapeofmemories
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About Wayan Novi
Wayan Novi (b. 1989, Angsri, works and lives in Yogyakarta) — also known as Iwayan Agus Novianto,
is a young artist recognised for his persistence in manipulating the eye's insensitivity in examining details,
though the implementation of a collection of marks and dots that creates an impression of his imaginative
natural landscape. His works are a marriage of folk art and pointillism, born as a deformation from the
tradition of still-life painting which has been his vision since childhood.
The development of Wayan Novi’s artistic practice grew alongside the rapid development that occured in
Bali; both became inseparable. His pictures develop from the memory of the beauty of nature as subject
matter. The peculiarity of his work is the stylization or the composition of nature in a painting, and his
expertise in creating density on a flat canvas, resembling a form of hallucination via the colour gradations.
Since his debut, Wayan Novi’s work have been collected widely around the region.

About Ignatia Nilu
A writer, curator, social researcher, art and cultural educator, Nilam Agusta Nugraeni — known as Ignatia
Nilu, studied in International Relations at University of Pembangunan Nasional (UPN), Yogyakarta. She
began her carrier as an archivist and art journalist where she joined Indonesian Visual Art Archive (IVAA) in
2008, working on a book series called Seni Rupa dan Gender (Visual Art & Gender). In 2011, she joined
Langgeng Art Foundation, one of the leading contemporary art foundations in Indonesia and has worked
on at least six international programs during her stint at Langgeng Art Foundation (LAF). Together with
artist Jumaldi Alfi, she founded alternative space SaRanG Building in 2014. Since 2015 she has been part
of the curatorial team at ArtJog. Her previous shows in Indonesia are, Transformaking – an international
forum for diverse practioners who work within art-science-technology in collaboration with HON
Foundation and Catec, and ARTJOG|10. She has been an independent curator since 2012 and also writes
monthly essays for visual art in various media. She is also working with her collective Kongsi Benang to
educate and empower females and children using fiber art practice.
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About Arnando Putra
Arnando is a composer and guitarist residing between Jakarta and Yogyakarta. He was exposed to jazz and
classic rock music since young, and is also classically trained. His work with Puspallia and Circle of 4th was
recently showcased at Motion Blue Jakarta (a member of Blue Note Tokyo Group). He also released a
crossover jazz-ethnic album with Lantun Orchestra and a live album with Serambi Jazz Kollektiv.
About Art Porters Gallery
Art Porters Gallery believes in the unique power of art in transforming lives. Rooted in our founder’s
personal experience with a life-changing masterpiece, the gallery’s mission in sharing happiness with art
was born. The gallery is housed in a charming Peranakan shophouse in one of the quaintest neighbourhoods of Singapore. Our work focuses on contemporary art and develops privileged relationships with
international artists, whose works are presented in various forms of media including drawing, painting,
sculpture, photography and digital animation. We also provide art consultancy for various corporations
and hold events for a wide variety of clients.

Image: detail of To Grow, 2017, H160 x W140 cm, acrylic and ballpoint on canvas

